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I N T R O D U C T I O N
Every day, an alarming number of
approximately 3,700 l ives are
tragical ly lost worldwide due to
accidents involv ing var ious
vehic les such as cars, buses,
motorcycles, bicycles, trucks, and
pedestr ians. This gr im real i ty
highl ights the urgent and alarming
nature of road crashes, not only
on a global scale but also
specif ical ly in Rwanda.
Recogniz ing the sever i ty of the
issue, several  agencies have taken
measures to address road safety.
Despite these efforts, crashes
cont inue to occur, reveal ing a gap
in prevent ive measures including
inadequate infrastructure,
legis lat ion and publ ic awareness
as s ignif icant contr ibut ing factor.
This real izat ion has attracted the
attent ion of var ious agencies,
prompting them to col laborate and
plan effect ive solut ions.
The two-day training workshop
entit led” Dialogue on road safety
communicat ion and report ing”
organized by Healthy People
Rwanda (HPR), in partnership with
Rwanda Nat ional Pol ice (RNP) and
Rwanda Media Commission (RMC)
was held from May 18-19, 2023.

The purpose of the training was to
strengthen the knowledge and ski l ls
of journal ists in effect ively
communicat ing and report ing on
road safety to the publ ic.  The
part ic ipants included journal ists
from var ious media houses
operat ing in Rwanda, Traff ic Pol ice
off icers, pol ice off icers from publ ic
relat ions and media department,
representat ives of,  Rwanda
Transport Development Agency, and
Rwanda Biomedical  Centre.
The Training methodology was
interact ive as the panel and the
trainer ensured that knowledge was
not only disseminated but accurately
perceived and understood by the
part ic ipants and the chosen strategy
engaged the part ic ipants in
discussions and kept the dialogue
open for feedback, queries and
suggest ions.
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T R A I N I N G  O B J E C T I V E S

P A R T I C I P A N T S '  P R O F I L E

The object ive of this training was to enhance the knowledge and ski l ls  of
journal ists in road safety and how to effect ively communicate i t  to the
populat ion. The training aimed to equip journal ists with the necessary ski l ls  to
report accurately and effect ively on road safety issues and to create compel l ing
stor ies that can contr ibute to changing publ ic behavior and att i tudes towards
road safety. 

The part ic ipants were: 12 Rwanda Nat ional Pol ice staff  from the  Media
department, 5 Traff ic Pol ice, 30 journal ists,  and one representat ive from each
of the fol lowing inst i tut ions: Rwanda Transport development agency (RTDA),
Rwanda Media commission (RMC) and Rwanda Biomedical  center (RBC).

V E N U E
The training was conducted at Rwanda Nat ional Pol ice Headquarters,
Kacyiru.
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O p e n i n g  c e r e m o n y
The Deputy Inspector General of
Pol ice in charge of operat ions, CP
Vincent Sano emphasized the
signif icance of road safety as a key
pi l lar for the country 's development
and overal l  safety and secur ity.
According to the World Health
Organizat ion, an est imated 1.3 mi l l ion
people worldwide are ki l led in road
crashes each year, with mi l l ions more
injured. In Rwanda, there were 9,468
recorded road crashes in 2022,
result ing in 617 deaths and 4,840
injur ies, causing extensive property
damage. In just
the f i rst f ive months of year 2023,
there have already been 250 deaths
from road crashes. He said that even
the loss of a s ingle person is a huge
loss to the country.

He stated that in the last 3 years
measures were taken which are
Increasing publ ic awareness, sett ing
road safety camera and strengthening
cars inspect ion to contr ibute to
reducing road crashes and i t  resulted
to a posit ive change. He emphasized
the role of the media as a catalyst for
change to inf luence road users '
behaviors.
The Chief Execut ive Off icer of Healthy
People Rwanda Dr. Innocent
Nzeyimana hai led the col laborat ion
that made the training possible. 

He highl ighted the burden of road crashes
global ly and local ly,  di f ferent r isk factors and
prior i ty intervent ions that are needed to save
l ives. He stated that the word accident
suggests that something was unavoidable and
beyond control ,  yet the major i ty road crashes
are preventable. He highl ighted the
possibi l i ty of achieving zero deaths caused by
road crashes by changing behavior on the
road and effect ively implementing the f ive
pi l lars of road safety. Whi le advocacy efforts
have been made in col laborat ion with the
Pol ice, such as the Gerayo Amahoro
campaign, instal lat ion of speed cameras and
governors in vehic les, and the placement of
speed l imit s igns, there remains a gap in
publ ic awareness. The media has a crucia l
role in cont inuously informing the publ ic
through their platforms, advocate for change,
improvement and keeping decis ion makers
accountable.
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P r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  R w a n d a  t r a f f i c  l a w s ,
r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s

Over speeding,
Distracted dr iv ing which might be using mobi le, eat ing shaving and applying
make-up whi le dr iv ing,
Safe distance between two vehic les,
Driv ing under inf luence,
Unl icensed dr ivers,
Wrong overtaking and
Mechanical  defect ive vehic les

The Commissioner of Traff ic and Road Safety ACP Gerard Mpayimana reminded the
part ic ipants about legal instruments and domest ic rules on road safety that prevent
road crashes which are caused by users behaviors, road condit ions or weather
condit ions, He emphasized the media's responsibi l i ty in repeatedly reminding the
publ ic which s ignif icant ly affect road safety. The areas of concern emphasized
were:

He concluded that partnerships with dif ferent actors possessing road safety
knowledge is necessary to prevent crashes. The training al igned with the UN Global
Road Safety Week 2023, successful ly captur ing the attent ion of journal ists towards
promoting sustainable transport and encouraging rethinking mobi l i ty,  which serves
as the theme for this year 's event.
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D i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  Q u e s t i o n s
During the training, journal ists had
the opportunity to ask quest ions to the
panel the panel which included
representat ives from the Rwanda
Transport Development Agency
(RTDA), Rwanda Biomedical  Centre
(RBC), Rwanda Media Commission
(RMC), Healthy People Rwanda (HPR),
and the Commissioner for Traff ic and
Road Safety (CTRS). One of the
quest ions raised was why road crashes
cont inue to increase despite var ious
campaigns conducted by dif ferent
organizat ions. The answer highl ighted
the need for cont inuous advocacy, in
which journal ists and the media should
act ively part ic ipate by
invest ing suff ic ient t ime and effort in
del iver ing impactful  messages to the
publ ic.  

Other quest ions addressed concerns
such as the lack of crossing areas for
pedestr ians in busy places and the
parking of motorcycl ists,  with the
assurance that measures would be
implemented soon. Each panel member
presented the measures their
respect ive agencies planned to
introduce or strengthen in favor of
road safety.
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T r a i n i n g  F a c i l i t a t o r  a n d
P a r t i c i p a n t s  &  E n g a g e m e n t

Mr. Samuel Muraya, a highly
motivated trainer and experienced
journal ist  with over 20 years of
experience, faci l i tated the
training. His expert ise, backed by
accolades such as the URTNA Best
Programme in Afr ica 2004 and
being a two-t ime CNN/Mult ichoice
Afr ican Journal ist  of the Year,
ensured a valuable learning
experience for the part ic ipants.
Through evidence-based
discussions and interact ive
sessions, the part ic ipants were
engaged in creat ive writ ing and
special ized report ing by teaching
them how to report accurately and
ethical ly on road safety.

He showed the part ic ipants how the
pursuit  and the power of story-
tel l ing can br ing a posit ive change.
By using examples, part ic ipants
learned how the information on road
crashes can be gathered, ver i f ied,
analyzed and ski l l fu l ly interpreted to
create compel l ing narrat ives that
resonate deeply with the audience. 
One key aspect Mr. Samuel
emphasized is the importance of
focusing on the root causes of the
crash than dwel l ing on the vict ims
who may have already endured
suffer ing. This approach would not
only preserve the pr ivacy of those
involved but also promotes
understanding of how to prevent
simi lar incidents from occurr ing in
the future.
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His session, highl ighted the goal of this report ing to be foster ing the culture
of learning and prevent ion among the viewers and by doing so, the
journal ist  have an opportunity to advocate for road pol ic ies and measures.
This provoking and interact ive session served as a motivat ion for journal ists
to recognize their crucia l  role in shaping publ ic opinion and inf luencing
pol icy decis ions on road safety and work towards a secured movement for
al l  in the future.

Fol lowing the training and 
discussions, the part ic ipants
had group discussions and 
voluntar i ly came up with 
important Kinyarwanda 
statements they bel ieved 
should be communicated to 
the publ ic to promote road 
safety in Rwanda. 
These statements would 
help them advocate for road 
safety through their respect ive 
media out lets.

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N S
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English

High speed kills

Front seat for adults only

Respect others on the road, Prioritize
safety

Possess the appropriate license for
the vehicle you drive

Avoid distraction while driving. Stay
focused

Kinyarwanda

Umuvuduko ukabije urica

Niba utwaye,wirangara

Umwana ntiyicara imbere

Guhimana mumuhanda Oya

Twara iyo wemerewe

Umuhanda si umuharuro

Life is about avoiding mistakes on
the roadUbuziranenge ni ubuzima

Umutekano wo mumuhanda ni
inshingano za buri wese

Abakoresha umuhanda bakwiye
kudakorera ku jisho

Ibinyabiziga bikwiye guhagarara
ahabugenewe

Irinde gutara mugihe ubuzima
bwawe butameze neza

Stay alert and drive responsibly

Park vehicles in designated areas

Don’t drive when feeling unwell

Road safety is everyone’s
responsibility

Roads are not playgrounds

Aho gutinda mubitaro watinda mu
nzira

Delay on the road, than in the
hospital

Below are some of these statements from different groups with their translation::
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C L O S I N G  C E R E M O N Y
A F T E R  A L L  S E S S I O N S  T H E  H E A L T H Y  P E O P L E  R W A N D A  C E O  E X P R E S S E D
G R A T I T U D E  T O  A L L  T H E  P A R T I C I P A N T S  A N D  H A I L E D  T H E
G O V E R N M E N T ’ S  E F F O R T S .

" W E  N E E D  T O  R E D U C E
S P E E D  L I M I T S  A R O U N D
S C H O O L  Z O N E S ,  E S T A B L I S H
D E S I G N A T E D  B I C Y C L E
L A N E S ,  E N F O R C E  H E L M E T
S T A N D A R D  A N D  P R O M O T E
P U B L I C  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N "

He showed the need to share
information as a base to take
correct ive measures. He cal led for
act ions including the reduct ion of
speed l imits around school zones,
the establ ishment of designated
bicycle lanes, the enforcement of
helmet standard and promoting
publ ic transportat ion. He kindly
requested the present inst i tut ions
and journal ists to act ively support
these in it iat ives and to advocate
for evidence based approaches. 

In his c losing He emphasized
that accidents are preventable,
and the more we converse about
them, the more people
develop a sense of responsibi l i ty
ensuring road safety.



The execut ive secretary of the
Rwanda media commission,
Thanked both the Rwanda Nat ional
pol ice and Healthy people Rwanda
for organiz ing such an event for
the f i rst t ime which hold a great
promise and helping the media in
understanding and ful f i l l ing their
responsibi l i ty.  He acknowledged
the importance of col laborat ion in
advocat ing for road safety and
promised the media’s commitment
to act ively part ic ipate in the
advocacy for road safety. He closed
by emphasiz ing the media is a
publ ic educator and should own the
road safety process moving
forward. 

The Commissioner of publ ic
relat ions and media, CP John Bosco
Kabera announced that the Rwanda
National Pol ice ’s new init iat ive to
provide road safety information
accessible to the media. This
information would assist journal ists
in informing the publ ic and sending
messages promoting responsible
road use and is ready to
col laborate with dif ferent
organizat ions such as Healthy
People Rwanda in implementing the
recommended act ions and
monitor ing the outcomes of the
training, He pointed up the
importance of educat ing
Pedestr ians and stated that
Motorcycl ists would face f ines for
violat ing pedestr ians walkways to
ensure that i t  is taken more
ser ious with other road behaviors
that can lead to accidents.

The Road Safety Communicat ion and
Report ing dialogue organized by Healthy
People Rwanda in partnership with
Rwanda Nat ional Pol ice and Rwanda
Media Commission provided valuable
insights, discussions, and
recommendations on road safety
advocacy, cont inuous awareness, and
responsible road use and concluded that
by leveraging the media's role, i t  is
possible to make s ignif icant change in
promoting road safety and
reducing the number of road crashes in
Rwanda. It  is crucia l  for the media to
take proact ive act ion based on the
insights gained from this dia logue.

C O N C L U S I O N
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R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s
The training session was highly educat ive, based on the feedback and
speeches from part ic ipants. It  was an event that engaged people and served
as a reminder of the importance of responsible advocacy. Ear ly results were
apparent short ly after the event as road safety was more talked about in
local media than ever. Part ic ipants recommended that this training become a
regular occurrence rather than a one-t ime event for cont inued part ic ipants ’
engagement.

HPR also suggests, implementing regular monitor ing of the Media on road
safety knowledge and impact to the publ ic by assessing road users change
of behavior and gather ing information about how frequently they have heard
and not iced changes compared to the t ime before the training.
The HPR remains committed to act ively col laborate with the Rwanda
National Pol ice and other inst i tut ions in advocat ing for road safety and
organiz ing other awakening events with a determinat ion to achieve the
”decade of act ion for road safety 2021-2030” goal of prevent ing at least
50% of Road traff ic deaths and injur ies by 2030.
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